
LEADERSHIP INSTITUTE (in-person only)
Thursday, March 17   |   10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.

“Us and Them: Navigating Hard Conversations to Find Deeper Community” with 
Teesha Hadra
In Acts 15, the church is arguing about whether circumcision is necessary for salvation 
in Christ Jesus, thereby excluding Gentiles from the people of God. Peter reminded 
the people that God had given the Holy Spirit to the Gentiles just as God did for the 
Jewish people, and God “made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed 
their hearts by faith” (Acts 15:9). 

Us and them. These words seem to describe the present moment all too perfectly as 
differences in political persuasion, racial and ethnic identity, and sexuality create fissures and dissension 
within the church, friend groups and even families. These are the purity tests of today — those things by 
which we determine if someone is an “us” or a “them.” Conversations about the things that divide us are 
hard and it is okay be tired and discouraged. But, God still has the whole world in hand, so the responsibility 
to “fix” everything does not rest on us alone. God is inviting us to participate in the bringing about of “on 
earth as it is in heaven.” Even in the midst of burnout and fear, the Holy Spirit can draw us into deeper com-
munity across our differences. 

Teesha will provide practical tools for engaging in hard conversations in ways that are healthy and sustain-
able, along with encouragement to continue the work of bearing witness to the coming kingdom of God.

GENERAL SESSION #1 (in-person and livestreamed online)
Thursday, March 17   |   6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.
“The God Who Sees: Learning from Hagar and Others on the Margins” with Teesha Hadra
“You are the God who sees.” These are Hagar’s words in the wilderness. She is a woman cast out and cast 
aside within a system of unjust practices and customs. Yet God sees her and she sees God. Hagar’s story 
invites us to rethink the role of those on the margins. If we are willing, the marginalized can teach us new 
ways of seeing God and helping us understand ourselves in the world.

GENERAL SESSION #2 (in-person and livestreamed online)
Friday, March 18   |   1:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.
“Believing is Seeing” (Genesis 16:1-16) with Paul Burgess
If we serve “The God Who Sees,” what implications does that have for the Church? Spe-
cifically, how should it influence our engagement with younger generations who feel 
unseen, misunderstood, or altogether dismissed by Christianity today? Perhaps the 
story of Hagar, who felt unseen by the “faithful” around her yet was beheld by God, can 
help modern followers of Jesus find our eyes to see those who feel overlooked around 
us, provoking us forward into a fuller embodiment of God’s Kingdom.
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